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State Convention Kyle Johnson
Last night0s gZLean.a.0, 7 Foo akin to a musician and his instru-

was slightly different from previous
gatherings.Riotous cheering and lig
mood were still present, even in-

ment: The instrument does not play
the musician; it is the musician who
uses the instrument as a tool to make
creased by the togaearing Conatser musicin this case, an orderly society.
citizens. But the assembly itself was Babick gave an equally impressive
led not by the adults, but by the citi- 3 ; speech emphasizing how he would be
zens as the candidates for various S A ‘ the peopl eHerotedthbat e r
positions gave their campaign during his time at Boys State, he met
speeches in an effort to win the vote many different people from many dif-
of their peers. ferent counties, each interesting in
After a brief speech by Garre = their own way; thus knowledgeable in
Miller, vice-president of the Boys the ideas and will of the peopléle
State Alumni Association, encouraging all in attendance to joiamimed to be down to earth and able to have fun, yet serious
for free, candi draste spesak wepednwo albboea the poditianrandalde to end the fun at appropriate
write-in candidates for Governor: Sam Demkoski and Zachaimes. He showed how the people are the voice and the powel
riah OquendaEach candidate had good points and notedspef t he government and asked
cific traits to focus on: Demkoski spoke of how much persever-  The nominees were asked three controversial question
ance has influenced his life, while Oquenda emphasized hotw henclude.The first question asked if public schools should
could provide various opportunities to citizens. be required to teach intelligent design along with evolution-
Following the writein candidates, the official party ism. Allen seemed to be in favor, claiming that contradicting
nominees spoke. Speeches varied from seriousness, like Dulesld are healthy in a learning environment, while Babick
AThe Trumpd Abrambés vow t o seemed oppasddaniantingdchals to stitk totcaldphard o f
funds as Treasurer and Se c ffaetd. Bhe ext questiod asied i thenUnited States sBauld e
emphasis on moral values learned from his farming backgrallodved to use torture to interrogate terrorists and save Ameri-
to possible Attorney Gener adnlivessBabick was im favol obtakingdespdratermeaBLods i®
card and Candi date Mar k F o |despeiats times) hubAflem sesmed lesitanhty take awayr life tc
traits of a good Secretary of State. Most had intelligent obsesave life, especially without concrete pro&inally, the candi-
vations to make and hel d t liaesaerechskediwbattibey woald telleurrent Ikinois goweeindr
The evening culminated with speeches from the twoPat Quinn if asked what the most beneficial thing the govern-
party nominees for Governor, Nationalist Cornelius Allen anahent could do for our generatioBoth candidates recom-
Federalist Samuel Babick. Allen gave his speech without natended Quinn get closer to our generation, Allen through com
in an attempt to appear as he saw himself: An informal munication and Babick through education.
friend. He emphasized how problems arise in government All candidates were extremely intelligent, dedicated
when officials try too hard to be leadefsurther, he claimed and qualified; the state will have an excellent government no
that voting for him would result in our government becomingratter who is voted into office. Citizens will have a tough deci-
partnership. According to him, the people and their leaders si@n today in the polls.

Write In Candidates | Jack Murray

By press deadline Wednesday night, the candidatesTfdn o mp s o n , Kell er County, sai
Boys Statebds state offi ces [AHea]djotthenaminatoh feom the Najoralist Rardfse 6d h d
our

the citizens have been mulling their points and ideasoverim gr eat j ob representing
their headsHowever, two candidates for governor had an urwork to run writei n . 0
conventional way of running for offideas writein candi- Before candidates are approved to run on a write

datesThese two candidates are Sam Demkomski, Jr., of Savasis, they must receive twesitye signatures for each of the
age County, and Zachariah Oquenda of Gleason County. eight counties, which totals two hundred signatures.

Al dondt want you to thinkOtdmrpecuedi dangsy who f ail
Oqguenda said, Al si mpl y hawnaionthddethedreasomgfonhnohranhingagaih.t d ohé a d

Il ndeed, any candidate whookokskétarseceéeveosbe] 06 pac
nomination for state office is welcome to run as a writean- While write-in candidates may appear to be at a disad-
didateSt i Il I, in this year 6s e lvantage,the results, whiohlwill becedensed ladea tonglst, will o

nor ran as writén candidates Aaron Jackson, aresidentof r ev e a | whet her these candi da



2 Statement
Leadership 101 Kevin Hefferan

What is your definition of &
leader? Think about it. Truth is,
there isn't just one definition of a
leader. There are multiple. Leadel
ship is judged by both a person's
thoughts and actions. No single pjg
son is born a leader, and that is o=
key theme Leadership 101 has
taught the fiftyeight Boys State
Citizens that are attending.

Through the power point
lectures and hands on tedmilding
activities, Leadership 101 is a gre zens participated in four different
class to learn and achieve the role ROTC tearrbuilding exercises. The
being a leader. activities were Minefield, River, Hula Hoop and Hstat.

Think to yoursel do you have a fixed mindset whereWithout going into detail about each game, the common goal
you only form one opinion and you do not have an open minas to have all citizens complete the exercise. An enormous
Or, do you have a growth mindset, where you are acceptingataount of fun was had playing these games while learning ho
others' ideas? If you have a growth mindset, you are on theto effectively solve problems and complete the activity as a
right track to becoming a great and effective leader. With a team. No one person's ideas commandeered the group: bits a
growth mindset you are open to listening to the ideas of peguigces of all ideas were put into completing the challenge. This
adults, and your family. From there, you can assess the  shows that all participants have a growth mindset and are on
strengths and weaknesses of these ideas and mix all of thethesoway to being effective leaders.
you have happiness and unity throughout your organization or Overall, the first two days of Leadership 101 were a
family. great experience for the Boys State Citizens. This afternoon, w

Another lesson Boys State Citizens are being taughfisise intense challenges put forth by members of the Army.

that agreat and effective leader
never complains. Why? People
should not complain, because as it
s \WAS Said in class: 80% of people
N\ % | don't care and 20% of people are
= happy to hear you complaining and
want you to be whappy. Not a sin-
gle percent of all people care to hear
| you complain. Don't do it. It gets
[l you nowhere.
. Aside from these lessons
among others, the Boys State Citi-

Inception-The Realist Party |[Lucas Lombardi

The Federalists and Nationalists have beenthetwoama-Aineut r al 6 but active group
jor parties of Boys State ever since the program was conceiaesiimple process: rather than being assigned to this party, any
76 years ago. These parties are most likely not going anywioitizen of Boys State who is not satisfied with being a part of
and will continue to recruit new boys each year. However, vithatFederalist or Nationalist party can optionally join this third
if a new third party were to make an inception upon Boys party. In essence, it is simply a new party with no extra bene-
State? fits.

The idea has been brought up many times in the past As of now, the Founding Fathers are faced with multi-
and all have failed, but yet new citizens of Boys State each pkaroad blocks, including instating this party into the Boys
continue to fight and advocate the creation of a new party. Btate constitution, receiving support from fellow Boys State
new party, donned the Realists party, was first introduced bgnembers, and bringing the matter to the administration of Boy
Mr. Cody Schul z of GI eas on Stat& &dme inay ask why dreating 4 toird pagy isrsignificapt a
came from hearing a counseleoreds nepededhi ne®Baydi B¢ as @c c &
making your mark in Boys State during this brief week. Aftesen to make the best out of this week, and seeing that we are
two days of this speech, Schulz gained three new supporteithe land of Lincoln, who was part of a third party himself dur-

who are now considered fithe ing his time and is one of the most
Founding Fatherso of this poten- inspirational presidents in American
tial new Realists party. iThe History, it only inspired us even
founding Fatherso |isted are al/l more. Boys State is about preparing
from Gleason county: Cody us young leaders for the real world
Schulz, Christian Lactara, Corne- of politics, which may be undergo-
lius Allen, and Wade Steinke. Up ing to introduction of a third party
until now, they have each been as well, we are only reinforcing this
meeting with several counties and possibility.o

cities and advocating the creation Regardless of whether these
of a new party and the benefits motivated young men succeed in
that would not only affect us but their creation of a new party or not,
future members of Boys State. they have proven their determina-

The third party will act as tion and motivation to Boys State.



