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State Convention | Kyle Johnson 

Last nightôs general assembly 

was slightly different from previous 

gatherings.  Riotous cheering and light 

mood were still present, even in-

creased by the toga-wearing Conatser 

citizens.  But the assembly itself was 

led not by the adults, but by the citi-

zens as the candidates for various state 

positions gave their campaign 

speeches in an effort to win the votes 

of their peers. 

After a brief speech by Garrett 

Miller, vice-president of the Boys 

State Alumni Association, encouraging all in attendance to join 

for free, candidateôs speeches started.  First to speak were two 

write-in candidates for Governor: Sam Demkoski and Zacha-

riah Oquenda.  Each candidate had good points and noted spe-

cific traits to focus on: Demkoski spoke of how much persever-

ance has influenced his life, while Oquenda emphasized how he 

could provide various opportunities to citizens. 

Following the write-in candidates, the official party 

nominees spoke. Speeches varied from seriousness, like Donald 

ñThe Trumpò Abramôs vow to end unfair distribution of state 

funds as Treasurer and Secretary of State nomine Cody Boschôs 

emphasis on moral values learned from his farming background 

to possible Attorney General Osman Jamilôs stolen Pok®mon 

card and Candidate Mark Foleyôs infamous acronym for the 

traits of a good Secretary of State. Most had intelligent obser-

vations to make and held the audienceôs attention well. 

The evening culminated with speeches from the two 

party nominees for Governor, Nationalist Cornelius Allen and 

Federalist Samuel Babick. Allen gave his speech without notes 

in an attempt to appear as he saw himself: An informal 

friend.  He emphasized how problems arise in government 

when officials try too hard to be leaders.  Further, he claimed 

that voting for him would result in our government becoming a 

partnership. According to him, the people and their leaders are 

akin to a musician and his instru-

ment:  The instrument does not play 

the musician; it is the musician who 

uses the instrument as a tool to make 

music-in this case, an orderly society. 

Babick gave an equally impressive 

speech emphasizing how he would be 

the peopleôs governor.  He noted that 

during his time at Boys State, he met 

many different people from many dif-

ferent counties, each interesting in 

their own way; thus knowledgeable in 

the ideas and will of the people.  He 

claimed to be down to earth and able to have fun, yet serious 

about the position and able to end the fun at appropriate 

times.  He showed how the people are the voice and the power 

of the government and asked to become a ñshepherd of men.ò 

The nominees were asked three controversial questions 

to conclude.  The first question asked if public schools should 

be required to teach intelligent design along with evolution-

ism. Allen seemed to be in favor, claiming that contradicting 

ideas are healthy in a learning environment, while Babick 

seemed opposed, wanting schools to stick to cold, hard 

facts.  The next question asked if the United States should be 

allowed to use torture to interrogate terrorists and save Ameri-

can lives. Babick was in favor of taking desperate measures in 

desperate times, but Allen seemed hesitant to take away life to 

save life, especially without concrete proof.  Finally, the candi-

dates were asked what they would tell current Illinois governor 

Pat Quinn if asked what the most beneficial thing the govern-

ment could do for our generation.  Both candidates recom-

mended Quinn get closer to our generation, Allen through com-

munication and Babick through education. 

All candidates were extremely intelligent, dedicated 

and qualified; the state will have an excellent government no 

matter who is voted into office. Citizens will have a tough deci-

sion today in the polls.   
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Write In Candidates | Jack Murray 

By press deadline Wednesday night, the candidates for 

Boys Stateôs state offices had read their speeches and the rest of 

the citizens have been mulling their points and ideas over in 

their heads. However, two candidates for governor had an un-

conventional way of running for office ï as write-in candi-

dates. These two candidates are Sam Demkomski, Jr., of Sav-

age County, and Zachariah Oquenda of Gleason County. 

ñI donôt want you to think Iôm power hungry,ò 

Oquenda said, ñI simply have the determination to lead.ò 

Indeed, any candidate who doesnôt receive their partyôs 

nomination for state office is welcome to run as a write-in can-

didate. Still, in this yearôs elections, only candidates for gover-

nor ran as write-in candidates.  Aaron Jackson, a resident of 

Thompson, Keller County, said, ñIôm really glad Cornelius 

[Allen] got the nomination from the Nationalist Party.  Heôll do 

a great job representing our party, and, anyway, itôs a lot of 

work to run write-in.ò 

Before candidates are approved to run on a write-in 

basis, they must receive twenty-five signatures for each of the 

eight counties, which totals two hundred signatures. 

Other candidates who failed to gain their partyôs nomi-

nation had other reasons for not running again. ñI donôt want to 

look like a sore loser,ò one gubernatorial candidate said. 

While write-in candidates may appear to be at a disad-

vantage, the results, which will be released later tonight, will 

reveal whether these candidatesô determination will prevail. 



2                  State-ment 

What is your definition of a 

leader? Think about it. Truth is, 

there isn't just one definition of a 

leader. There are multiple. Leader-

ship is judged by both a person's 

thoughts and actions. No single per-

son is born a leader, and that is one 

key theme Leadership 101 has 

taught the fifty-eight Boys State 

Citizens that are attending. 

Through the power point 

lectures and hands on team-building 

activities, Leadership 101 is a great 

class to learn and achieve the role of 

being a leader.  

Think to yourself- do you have a fixed mindset where 

you only form one opinion and you do not have an open mind? 

Or, do you have a growth mindset, where you are accepting to 

others' ideas? If you have a growth mindset, you are on the 

right track to becoming a great and effective leader. With a 

growth mindset you are open to listening to the ideas of peers, 

adults, and your family. From there, you can assess the 

strengths and weaknesses of these ideas and mix all of them so 

you have happiness and unity throughout your organization or 

family. 

 Another lesson Boys State Citizens are being taught is 

that a great and effective leader 

never complains. Why? People 

should not complain, because as it 

was said in class: 80% of people 

don't care and 20% of people are 

happy to hear you complaining and 

want you to be un-happy. Not a sin-

gle percent of all people care to hear 

you complain. Don't do it. It gets 

you nowhere. 

            Aside from these lessons 

among others, the Boys State Citi-

zens participated in four different 

ROTC team-building exercises. The 

activities were Minefield, River, Hula Hoop and Haz-Mat. 

Without going into detail about each game, the common goal 

was to have all citizens complete the exercise. An enormous 

amount of fun was had playing these games while learning how 

to effectively solve problems and complete the activity as a 

team. No one person's ideas commandeered the group: bits and 

pieces of all ideas were put into completing the challenge. This 

shows that all participants have a growth mindset and are on 

their way to being effective leaders. 

Overall, the first two days of Leadership 101 were a 

great experience for the Boys State Citizens. This afternoon, we 

face intense challenges put forth by members of the Army.  

Leadership 101 | Kevin Hefferan 

The Federalists and Nationalists have been the two ma-

jor parties of Boys State ever since the program was conceived 

76 years ago. These parties are most likely not going anywhere 

and will continue to recruit new boys each year. However, what 

if a new third party were to make an inception upon Boys 

State?  

The idea has been brought up many times in the past 

and all have failed, but yet new citizens of Boys State each year 

continue to fight and advocate the creation of a new party. This 

new party, donned the Realists party, was first introduced by 

Mr. Cody Schulz of Gleason. Schulzôs idea for a new party 

came from hearing a counselorôs speech regarding success and 

making your mark in Boys State during this brief week. After 

two days of this speech, Schulz gained three new supporters 

who are now considered ñthe 

Founding Fathersò of this poten-

tial new Realists party. ñThe 

founding Fathersò listed are all 

from Gleason county: Cody 

Schulz, Christian Lactara, Corne-

lius Allen, and Wade Steinke. Up 

until now, they have each been 

meeting with several counties and 

cities and advocating the creation 

of a new party and the benefits 

that would not only affect us but 

future members of Boys State.  

The third party will act as 

a ñneutralò but active group within Boys State, and to join it is 

a simple process: rather than being assigned to this party, any 

citizen of Boys State who is not satisfied with being a part of 

the Federalist or Nationalist party can optionally join this third 

party. In essence, it is simply a new party with no extra bene-

fits.  

As of now, the Founding Fathers are faced with multi-

ple road blocks, including instating this party into the Boys 

State constitution, receiving support from fellow Boys State 

members, and bringing the matter to the administration of Boys 

State. Some may ask why creating a third party is significant or 

even needed in Boys State. Mr. Lactara states, ñWe have cho-

sen to make the best out of this week, and seeing that we are in 

the land of Lincoln, who was part of a third party himself dur-

ing his time and is one of the most 

inspirational presidents in American 

History, it only inspired us even 

more. Boys State is about preparing 

us young leaders for the real world 

of politics, which may be undergo-

ing to introduction of a third party 

as well, we are only reinforcing this 

possibility.ò 

 Regardless of whether these 

motivated young men succeed in 

their creation of a new party or not, 

they have proven their determina-

tion and motivation to Boys State.  

Inception-The Realist Party | Lucas Lombardi 


