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The citizens of Boys 

State may only be spending 

a short time here this year, 

but the choices they make 

and the activities they par-

ticipate in will have a pro-

found effect on them in the 

future. This was the mes-

sage delivered at last 

nightôs general assembly. It 

has surely held true for 

many citizens already and 

will surely hold true for 

many more citizens in the 

days to come. 

The assembly began with the standard pledge of 

allegiance, national anthem, and invocation, after which 

the current Boys State governor, Garren Randolph, ad-

dressed the crowd. His speech told the citizens to take ad-

vantage of the massive potential of the week and cau-

tioned them that, if they donôt, many opportunities will 

pass them by. He spoke of the various friends he made, 

memories he gained, and lessons he learned during his 

stay here at Boys State and wished all the citizens the best 

of luck in achieving the same.   

Mr. Randolphôs speech was followed by a brief 

interlude during which Flag Day was celebrated.  While 

the Boys State band played patriotic music in the back-

ground, Mr. Chris Burke gave an incredibly moving 

speech about the meaning of ñOld Glory,ò calling it the 

ñsymbol of a nation under Godò and the ñflag of freedom-

loving people everywhere.ò According to him, saluting 

the flag is akin to saluting both the people who lived to 

defend it and the people who died to defend it. 

After the conclusion of the Flag Day sentiments, 

focus was placed back on Boys State and its impact. Two 

former gradu-

ates of Boys 

State came to 

speak of their 

experiences. 

Mr. John 

Bradley, cur-

rently an Illi-

nois state rep-

resentative, 

told the crowd 

how Boys State taught him 

to concentrate on helping 

people in the here and now 

and warned them to avoid 

going out into the world 

with overly grandiose 

plans. Quoting his own 

grandfather, he ex-

plained:  ñItôs nice to be 

important, but itôs more 

important to be nice.ò 

Mr. Jeff Brown, an execu-

tive at Activision Blizzard 

and the current Savage 

County counselor, also 

spoke of his experience at Boys State. Having lost elec-

tions for mayor, senator, and governor and having been 

cut from the basketball team, yet having won his yearôs 

oration contest and having been chosen as a delegate to 

Boys Nation, he spoke of how he learned that success is 

really just being able to get back up after failing. He also 

learned leadership skills and found the confidence to 

speak his ideas in front of large crowds. When asked after 

the assembly how his experience carried over into his job, 

he responded 

as fol-

lows: ñAt 

Boys State, it 

is taught that a 

common 

cause can 

unite even a 

vastly diverse 

group of peo-

ple.ò This les-

son has helped immensely in his leadership-oriented 

job. ñI still believe in Boys State and the impact it can 

have,ò he said. ñThatôs why Iôm still here as a counselor, 

twenty-seven years later.ò 

The assembly concluded with a description of the 

upcoming Leadership 101 class and an appeal to citizens 

to adhere to ethical conduct during the upcoming state 

elections. The group then departed with much to think 

about. How involved will everyone get in politics and ath-

letics? What effect will this have on their futures? What 

about you? What will you during your time here? How 

will you let this week shape your lifetime? 
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