
As the 

Federalists of the 

various counties 

here at Boys 

State lined up 

outside their 

buildings to 

march off to the 

Student Unionôs 

Grand Ballroom, 

many were probably not too excited about their upcoming 

State Convention.  To them, all this meant was having to 

sit through forty-seven long, boring, pointless speeches as 

the candidates for the six state positions all vied for their 

partyôs nominations.  Little did they know, however, that 

this convention would soon provide them with many intel-

ligent, well-delivered speeches and a few funny and 

memorable ones as well. 
 The convention started with a description of the 

Federalist partyôs platform: First, to promote fun through 

the various activities offered on campus; second, to move 

the party in a new direction by getting Federalists elected 

to as many positions as possible; and third, to achieve 

unity as a party.  This last point would soon become the 

main selling point for many candidates for Governor, 

mainly in the face of the various feuds going on among 

several counties. 
 The seriousness and determination of these candi-

dates carried over into the speeches of the candidates for 

the other positions.  Lieutenant Governor candidate Kyle 

Hinrichsen spoke of how he would always be able to as-

sist the Governor in any way possible and would try his 

hardest to bring everyone together.  Secretary of State 

candidate Bradley Disbrow offered to help everyone leave 

their own lasting legacy, and Attorney General candidate 

Arthur Kiebler vowed to stamp out any injustice he saw. 
                Yet, despite all of these excellent and touching 

speeches, the night will perhaps be best remembered for 

the humorous ones.  Take candidate Bo Donoghue.  He 

ran on the anarchy platform, claiming that the lack of gov-

ernment would lead to riots and, consequently, an in-

creased death rate.  According to him, this would actually 

be a good thing, as the most peaceful world is the one in 

which you donôt exist.  
 Other memorable moments from the night in-

cluded Lieutenant Governor candidate Jake Paulsonôs 

ñspeech,ò which consisted almost entirely of a song sung 
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Before the Na-

tionalist Party 

State Conven-

tion even 

started, there 

was huge ex-

citement. This 

was caused 

both by the 

event and by 

the promise of a cicada eating.  

When you hear about a convention you might 

think of serious speeches. However, the Nationalist con-

vention was full of jokes and even a bit of song. When 

asked before hand on how they were preparing some 

of the candidates exuded confidence while explained that 

they were frantically rereading their speeches. Each candi-

dateôs speech was nothing like the other. 

Juan M. Rentria chose to liven his speech by 

speaking in both Spanish and English. Not long after that, 

Bradley Tessondorf told the audience he originally didn't 

want to run until his brother, on his third tour of duty in 

Afghanistan, convinced him. Eaton Guo started a some-

what standard speech but ended with fancy yo-yo tricks. 

Ali Nasaruddin talked about delivering justice no matter 

how hard it is, claiming he would stay up until five to get 

justice. Tyler Neenan gave a historic lesson about Sumner 

and how he was beaten, joking that, if required, he would 

take a cane to the head for justice. Sergio Cirilo gave a 

touching story about his past saying how he turned his life 

around and wound up at Boys State. Christian Lachtara 

chose to talk about WW2 reenactments and said, "I want 

you to want me."  Donald ñthe Trumpò Abram talked 

about how the motive for running for office should be 

pure and genuine and how the money in Chicago Public 

Schools wasn't being spread equally. Ryan Smetana sang 

his speech. Atticus Francken promised to keep his speech 

short and he did, talking for less than a minute. Adam 

Keibler talked about how close his name was to the fa-

mous cookie company and how he was kidnapped by 

Kennedy County.  

Solomon Kell admitted his nervousness by saying, 

ñWhen I get nervous I have to go, and right now, I have to 

go.ò Michael White talked about how he wanted to see all 

pranks stopped and that he would not campaign by simply 

putting up signs. Many kids liked Joseph Horn's speech 

that ended in a rap. (Before his speech, his supporters 
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in his Boxers, Secretary of State candi-

date Kevin Hellerôs promise to be the 

best ñmale secretaryò and ñdaddy sea-

horseò ever elected, and State Treasurer 

candidate Nathan ñThe óStache with 

the Cashò Johnsonôs ñinterestingò fa-

cial hair. 

 Perhaps the funniest line of the 

night came from Secretary of State 

candidate Mark Foley.  His speech 

started out seriously enough with his 

realization that the position requires ñtrust, integrity, 

teamwork, and service,ò but he knocked the crowd dead 

with his memorization technique for the traits: An acro-

nym.  

 Despite the large amount of humor and silliness 

put into the convention, an equally large amount of seri-

ousness was put into it as well.  For one night, the Feder-

alists came together as one, unified party without county 

lines to divide them.   It will be interesting to see how they 

will vote in the State Primaries today: Will they vote for 

the candidates that made the biggest spectacle?  Or will 

they vote for the most qualified candidates? 

chose to shout their usual Horn chant) 

Alexandre Hickerson talked about 

things that were fun, which led to the 

singing the F.U.N. song. After thaté he 

started to list things that weren't fun. 

Osman Jamil made remarks about his 

name and how his Pokémon card was 

stolen when he was a kid. He claimed he 

told the kid's mother but she did nothing 

about it, leading him to want to help 

others out who suffered similarly. Cody 

Bosch decided to talk about his farm and made several 

"Like a Bosch" jokes. Seger Laures told the citizenry that 

while he didn't have any jokes or stories to tell, he would 

work as hard as he could. Humberto Diaz claimed that the 

job chose him and that ñLife can be like soccer: some-

times you have to juggle.ò Matt Clarckson took a stand 

and asked for applause for all of those brave enough to 

give speeches.  

After the convention, Nationalists could be heard 

remarking on how great a time they had, often retelling 

the jokes or recounting the speeches. Overall, everyone 

left Lantz Arena in high spirits. 
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ñLeft, right, 

left!ò This is 

the cadence 

that citizens 

have 

marched to 

throughout 

the seventy-

six year his-

tory of Boys 

State. 

 Throughout its history, Boys 

State has laid the foundations for 

young men from every walk of life to 

ñcome together for one purposeò as 

Bob Noonan would say. This Boys 

State graduate and Legionnaire will 

proudly tell you the story of his ñweek 

of a life timeò spent on the Illinois 

State Fairgrounds in Springfield. Back 

then, they didnôt have air condition-

ing, mattress jousting, or EIU dorm 

rooms. Instead, the 1935 citizens 

housed in cow barns and marched 

memorably to the Lincoln gravesite.  

 As the years progressed the 

location changed but mission stayed 

the same. Even as two hundred and 

fifteen citizens gave their lives on the 

field of battle during the Second 

World War, Boys State endured. 

Founders Hayes Kennedy, H.L. Card, 

and Matthew J. Murphy would cer-

tainly have been proud of the citizens. 

 However, these fallen heroes 

were not the only Boys State citizens 

to ñgive their last full measure of de-

votionò to this nation. These noble 

servants include Keith Lucas, who 

was awarded the Distinguished Flying 

Cross for a rescue mission in Granada. 

Yet there are countless other citizens 

who have answered the call to serve 

their communities and country and 

have left their enviable mark, such as 

current Senate majority leader Harry 

Reid, Former Arkansas governor 

Mike Huckaby, and former vice-

president Dick Cheney.  

 Through the years Boys State 

has evolved with the times, transform-

ing from a counter to communist 

ñyoung pioneerò camps to an all-

around leadership experience which 

helped spawn such leaders as Tom 

Brokaw, Michael Jordan, and Bill 

Clinton. Yet this history does not end 

with them: it lives on in us as we find 

the will to learn not only a great 

wealth of civil knowledge, but also 

how to draw out the leader within. 

 Although these leaders came 

to Boys State to lead, it was not the 

only objective they achieved. They 

came to learn more about themselves 

and to transform their leadership by 

focusing on their talents and ambi-

tions to achieve common goals, 

whether they were building a commu-

nity on the Springfield Fair Grounds, 

beating other counties at basketball, or 

passing a bill in a highly partisan Sen-

ate.  

 Boys State is truly ñA Week 

That Shapes A Lifetime,ò and for sev-

enty-six years, that quote has been 

proven true as citizens march ñleft, 

right, leftò on Mr. Lincolnôs prairie. 


