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Federalist Convention [Kyle Johnson Nationalist Convention | Tre Callahan
As the k. Before the Na-

Federalists of th
various counties
here at Boys
State lined up
outside their

tionalist Party
State Conven-
. tion even
started, there
was huge ex-

buildings to i citement. This
march off to the B was caused
Student both by the

Grand Ballroom,
many were probably not too excited about their upcomthg promise of a cicada eating.
State ConventionTo them, all this meant was having to When you hear about a convention you might
sit through fortyseven long, boring, pointless speechesthsk of serious speeches. However, the Nationalist con-
the candidates for the six state positions all vied for theiention was full of jokes and even a bit of sovfhen
partyos nlotteididthey know) lfowever, that asked before hand on how they were preparing some
this convention would soon provide them with many intefithe candidates exuded confidence while explained that
ligent, welldelivered speeches and a few funny and they were frantically rereading their speeches. Each canc
memorable ones as well. dateds speech was nothing
The convention started with a description of the Juan M. Rentria chose to liven his speech by
Federalist partyds pl at f speakinginfbothr Spanish andoEngtish.dNat tongeaftef that
the various activities offered on campus; second, to mdradley Tessondorf told the audience he originally didn't
the party in a new direction by getting Federalists electednt to run until his brother, on his third tour of duty in
to as many positions as possible; and third, to achieve Afghanistan, convinced him. Eaton Guo started a some-
unity as a party.This last point would soon become thewhat standard speech but ended with faywyo tricks.
main selling point for many candidates for Governor, Ali Nasaruddin talked about delivering justice no matter
mainly in the face of the various feuds going on amonghow hard it is, claiming he would stay up uffitie to get
several counties. justice.Tyler Neenan gave a historic lesson about Sumne
The seriousness and determination of these caratid how he was beaten, joking that, if required, he would
dates carried over into the speeches of the candidatestéke a cane to the head for justice. Sergio Cirilo gave a
the other positionsLieutenant Governor candidate Kyletouching story about his pastaying how he turned his life
Hinrichsen spoke of how he would always be able to aaround and wound up at Boys State. Christian Lachtara
sist the Governor in any way possible and would try hizhose to talk about WW?2 reenactments and said, "l want
hardest to bring everyone togeth&ecretary of State youtowantme.'Donal d At he Trumpo
candidate Bradley Disbrow offered to help everyone leabeut how the motive for running for office should be
their own lasting legacy, and Attorney General candidgtere and genuine and how the mone¢imcago Public
Arthur Kiebler vowed to stamp out any injustice he sawSchools wasn't being spread equally. Ryan Smetana san
Yet, despite all of these excellent and touchinkis speechAtticus Francken promised to keep his speech
speeches, the night will perhaps be best remembered &rort and he did, talking for less than a minute. Adam
the humorous oneslake candidate Bo Donoghukle  Keibler talked about how close his name was to the fa-
ran on the anarchy platform, claiming that the lack of gmoeus cookie company and how he was kidnapped by
ernment would lead to riots and, consequently, an in- Kennedy County.

event and by

creased death ratéccording to him, this would actually Solomon Kell admitted his nervousness by saying,
be a good thing, as the most peaceful world is the onefinWhen | get nervous | have
which you dondét exi st. go. 0 Michael White talked

Other memorable moments from the night in- pranks stopped and that he would not campaign by simpl
uded Lieutenant Gover nputtinguasigdsi Maaytkids like@ JosephParnisisgeech ¢

cl
Afspeech, 0 which consi st e thatandet m a tagBefore his spedchy hiscstlippoaerss o I
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in his Boxers, Secretary of State candi- chose to shout their usual Horn chant)
date Kevin Hellerds promise t o RAlexardieEickerson talked about
best fAmale secretaryo and fAdadd yhingsé¢hatwere fun, which led to the
horseo ever elected, and State TBinegsuwmgent he F. U. N.
candidate Nathan fAThe 6Stache wistarted to list things that weren't fun.
the Casho Johnsonds dinterest i n@smaftamil maderemarks about his
cial hair. name and how his Pokémon card was

Perhaps the funniest line of the stolen when he was a kid. He claimed he
night came from Secretary of State told the kid's mother but she did nothing
candidate Mark FoleyHis speech about it, leading him to want to help
started out seriously enough with his others out who suffered similarly. Cody

realization that the pos Bdsdhdetided te thlk abouetssm and made deverali n t
teamwor k, and service, 0 HikaaBbseh"jakasoSedgeeldures told theccitizerwydhatc
with his memorization technique for the traits: An acro-while he didn't have any jokes or stories to tell, he would
nym. work as hard as he could. Humberto Diaz claimed that th
Despite the large amount of humor and silines§ ob chose him and that HALi
put into the convention, an equally large amount of seri-i mes you have to juggl e.
ousness was put into it as weltor one night, the Feder-andasked for applause for all of those brave enough to
alists came together as one, unified party without coungyve speeches.
lines to divide them. It will be interesting to see how they After the convention, Nationalists could be heard
will vote in the State Primaries today: Will they vote forremarking on how great a time they had, often retelling
the candidates that made the biggest spectaotedill the jokes or recounting the speeches. Overall, everyone
they vote for the most qualified candidates? left Lantz Arena in high spirits.

The History of Boys State Matt Kugler and Paul Mendez

ALeft, locatiogdhndanged but missionstayediyoung pi oneef 0 C:

| ef t ! o thddamesEvénss two hundred andaround leadership experience which

the cadence fifteen citizens gave their lives on thénelped spawn such leaders as Tom

¥, that citizens field of battle during the Second Brokaw, Michael Jordan, and Bill

* have World War, Boys State endured.  Clinton. Yet this history does not end

= marched to Founders Hayes Kennedy, H.L. Carayith them: it lives on in us as we find

& throughout and Matthew J. Murphy would cer- the will to learn not only a great

S the seventy tainly have been proud of the citizensealth of civil knowledge, but also

six year his- However, these fallen heroeshow to draw out the leader within.

tory of Boys were not the only Boys State citizens Although these leaders came

State. to figive their | to8dys Stateltolleadnievaas notrthe
Throughout its history, Boys vot i ono t o t hi s onlybhjeotiae theylaohéeged. They b |

State has laid the foundations for  servants include Keith Lucas, who came to learn more about themselves

young men from every walk of life towas awarded the Distinguished Flyirand to transform their leadership by

fcome toget her f Gnossmmaeescpeuntispian sné&tanadasusing on their talents and ambi-

Bob Noonan would say. This Boys Yet there are countless other citizensions to achieve common goals,

State graduate and Legionnaire will who have answered the call to servewhether they were building a commu-

proudly tell y 0 u theéircemmanities and coarftry amd sity dnwhe 8pkingfield Fair Grounds,

of a | ife timeo b&avelaittheireemvialdlemark, ucH abeatmg ather counties at basketball, or

State Fairgrounds in Springfield. Badurrent Senate majority leader Harrypassing a bill in a highly partisan Sen-

then, they di dn 0 ReidhFowner Atkangas governad i &te. o n -

ing, mattress jousting, or EIU dorm Mike Huckaby, and former viee Boys State is t
rooms. Instead, the 1935 citizens  president Dick Cheney. That Shapes A Lif
housed in cow barns and marched Through the years Boys Stateenty-six years, that quote has been

memorably to the Lincoln gravesite. has evolved with the times, transforrpp-r oven true as ci t
As the years progressed the ing from a counter to communist r i ght , l efto on Mi



