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The first full day of 

Premier Boys State was full 

of introductions, name confu-

sion, and a lot of running 

around the campus for sports 

and militia tryouts. In the 

chaos of attempting to focus 

on campaigning, sports par-

ticipation, or just going 

around meeting people, the 

evening brought peace to the minds of most Boys State 

Citizens. The memorial service that was held at 7:30 al-

lowed for a small break from the rush of the Boys State 

citizensô schedules. 

Upon walking into the 

gymnasium, one could 

feel that the air that was 

present the previous day 

was not welcomed for 

the Memorial Service. 

The absence of county 

chants and cheers was 

obvious, and were cer-

tainly not appropriate 

for that nightôs assembly. Instead, counties were sitting in 

their chairs with mouths tightly shut, waiting for Boys 

State President Johnson to commence with the ceremony. 

He definitely set the tone when stepping up to the podium. 

When he got up there, everyone froze and listened to what 

he had to say. Citizens were also asked to hold any ap-

plause until further indicated by President Johnson. Given 

the fact that it was a Memorial Service added to the seri-

ous tone of the assembly. As the colors passed, one could 

see everyoneôs heads following the American flag, plac-

ing the right hand to the heart.  

We were in for a surprise when we all received 

hymn books. When taking our seats, many took the oppor-

tunity to look over the songs that would be sung. Some 

were optimistic about the singing; others were less enthu-

siastic about it. It was pretty common to hear the person to 

your right screaming their lungs out and hearing almost 

nothing leave the mouth of the 

person to your left. The power 

of influencing others was 

demonstrated when one sing-

ing person turned into a group 

of people around each other. 

Despite the negative reactions 

of those who did not enjoy the 

singing, those who did were 

able to proudly participate. 

After the last song, several people were relieved to get out 

of the assembly. 

Another factor that contributed to the pessimism 

was probably related to the temperature of the gymna-

sium. We may have been wearing shorts, but the upper 

half of our bodies were screaming for a nice breeze. Those 

who were among the first to walk out of the doors ex-

pressed a sigh of relief. Of course, when counties were out 

of the buildings, the shouts and cheers were definitely 

heard within a few steps.  

The most touch-

ing part of the ceremony 

was the recognition of 

the wartime veterans. 

People who clapped 

with great effort and 

nodded their heads were 

those who were most 

notably moved by the 

veteransô service in the military. The standing ovation em-

phasized the appreciation for their services. As the chil-

dren of this generation, it is our duty to honor those who 

served in war and to carry their words. As was stated at 

the assembly, about 2,000 World War II veterans die each 

day. The assembly helped bring each other closer.  

With one full day down and four more to go, it is 

important that as Premier Boys State Citizens and United 

States citizen, we must carry what we have learned and 

apply it to life after Boys State. The Memorial Service 

was part of something that we must learn to continue. 
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