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State Convention  
By: John Bird 

If anyone 

said the State As-

sembly had a high 

school football game 

atmosphere, it was 

an understatement. 

Words can-

not describe the 

madhouse Lantz 

Arena became dur-

ing the State Assem-

bly. Between the 

band, the wildest chants seen thus far, and of course great 

speeches, it was the loudest two hours of the week. Nationalist 

Vice-Chair Colin Danly stated that ñmy senses were bom-

barded with boisterous chants and emotions for the speeches, 

their cheers, and in some cases the jeers.ò 

Things only got louder when the Model Counties were 

announced at the beginning of the assembly. East Wing was 

won by Keller, West Wing by Conastser, and the Overall 

Model County was won by Geiger. 

After a few brief announcements, the speeches began. 

For Treasurer, William Del Torro ran against Peter Kallis. 

Judging the assemblyôs reaction compared to Del Torro, it 

would appear that Kallis would have the early edge. 

For Comptroller, it was Reed Recker opposing Soumya 

Ghosh. Although Reckerôs somewhat famous ñToast Rapò 

made many Nationalists who hadnôt heard it the night before 

laugh, it seemed that Ghoshôs serious approach, promising that 

he wouldnôt be like current Illinois Comptroller Dan Hynes, 

seemed to win the audience. 

For Attorney General, Percy 

Nesbary squared off with Joey Kim, in 

a battle of opposites. While Nesbury 

played guitar and sang his pledges if 

elected, Kim spoke soberly, guarantee-

ing that he would be the ñguardian of 

United States Law.ò Although Nesbury 

is quite the attention getter, audience 

reaction seems to indicate Kim as the 

early favorite. 

As for Secretary of State, Kyle Young faced Michael 

Keim. Young, much like the night before, chose not to make 

promises of what he would do if elected; rather he stated that 

the Boys State experience had ñtransformed boys into men.ò 

Keim went for a 

more humorous 

approach, but, in 

comparison to 

Youngôs speech, 

chocolate milk 

jokes felt flat and 

Hulk Hogan im-

personations were 

raspy. The audi-

ence seemed to 

agree, and Young 

looks like the early favorite heading into the polls. 

For Lieutenant Governor, Tyler Bussian ran against 

Tyler Van Voorhees. Bussian pledged that he ñwill work with 

all heart, mind and soul,ò while Van Voorhees stated that he 

was running in support of a bill on behalf of friend Ryan Harri-

son, in hopes that it would be passed to the Illinois General As-

sembly. The bill is to save Harrisonôs local state park. Both 

speeches were very convincing, and it is hard to say that the 

populace seemed to favor one candidate over the other. 

Finally, it was Garren Randolph v. Jaisel Patel for the 

much coveted position of Governor. From Randolphôs popular 

phrase ñIôll get it in the hole,ò to Patelôs promise to make 

ñchanges you can see, not just believe in,ò the candidates came 

out equally strong in the audienceôs eyesé until the debate, 

anyways. With every question Randolph seemed to pull farther 

ahead, and itôs sensed that he is the favorite. 

It didnôt help Patel that a tasteless act by Stelle County 

rattled him before he even began to speak. One of the an-

nouncements before the speeches was 

in regards to the removal of Kyle We-

ber, of Stelle, from the nomination of 

Governor, as ruled by election officials 

and upheld by the Supreme Court of 

Boys State, for infractions of the Boys 

State Constitution. Upset, at least half 

of Stelle County turned their backs to 

Patel, who had replaced Weber as the 

nomination. Additionally, at the end of 

Patelôs speech, the entire county held up ñDickò signs, repre-

senting the theme of Weberôs speech the night before. 

Despite this ugly end to an otherwise inspiring night, 

all questions will be answered, and all debates will be settled, 

after the votes are tallied Thursday afternoon. 



2      Government In Session     State-ment 

Thursday Dinner   Friday Breakfast   Friday Lunch 

Roast Turkey Breast   Egg Casserole   Turkey and Swiss Sandwich 

Mashed Potatoes   Sausage Pattie   Potato Chips 

Broccoli Spears   Blueberry Muffins   Red Apple 

Fruit and Vegetables    Nutra-Grain Bars   Brownie 

Hot Rolls       Veggie Sandwich 

Pumpkin Pie   *New Vegetarian Options!     

  Good Eats  

When many Illinois Boys State citizens first arrived on 

the Eastern Illinois University campus, they felt they were in 

for a long, boring, and serious week; however, the United 

States Army and National Guard 

teamed up this Wednesday to bring 

in some fun. 

The soldiers brought in an 

inflatable obstacle course and a foot-

ball target practice blow-up. They 

also set up several tents and handed 

out free items for the each citizen to 

take, including dog tags inscribed 

with his very own name. 

ñItôs something kind of fun 

to do on their breaks,ò said Staff Ser-

geant Michael Pett, one of the sol-

diers helping in the event. 

Daniel Liedke of Addison/

Elmhurst, Illinois was thoroughly impressed with the soldiers. 

ñThey took time out of there busy schedules to come 

and see us,ò he said.  ñIt was awesome.ò 

One of the items given to citizens by the soldiers was a 

National Guard bag. This bag contained about 10 other items 

that ranged from pencils and notebooks bearing the National 

Guard logo to binders and water bottles bearing similar decora-

tions. 

Providing fun for the citizens was not the only reason 

the soldiers came to the EIU cam-

pus.  It also became an excellent op-

portunity for them to spread the word 

about opportunities available with 

joining the military.  

Pett said that for the ñguys that are 

interested in going through other 

avenues, weôre here for that, too.ò 

Liedke used the time on the Quad-

rangle to talk to the Army represen-

tatives, as well.  

ñI have had an interest in joining the 

army but also to talk with some of 

the men keeping our country safe,ò 

he said. 

As Pett talked with Illinois Boys State citizens, he no-

ticed how well everything was organized and how polite and 

professional everyone was. 

ñWhoever coordinated Boys State, I would like to 

thank them,ò he said.  ñYou have been extremely profes-

sional.  Everybody has been very cool and supportive.ò 

Army and National Guard Deliver Fun * By: Rex Colgrove 
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Federalist Garren Randolph 

Lt. Governor  

Nationalist Tyler Van Vorhees 
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Nationalist Peter Kallis 
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Nationalist Joey Kim 
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