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When the citizens of Boys 

State filed into Lantz Arena Monday 

night, the usual competition to find 

the loudest county with the craziest 

chant was to be expected. What was 

to happen, and in some ways sur-

prised many citizens, included unani-

mous admiration among the counties 

for the most important man in the 

state of Illinois. 

Governor Patrick ñPatò Quinn 

was the guest of honor at Monday 

nightôs assembly. The simple announcement of his name 

made all citizens stand and give a flurry of applause. Gei-

ger resident Sam Barnes noted ñIt was encouraging to see 

that despite our past history of corrupt politicians that 

Gov. Quinn has taken an interest in setting a new prece-

dence among Illinois politicians.ò Indeed, it was the first 

time in eleven years that a governor accepted an invitation 

to speak at Boyôs State. 

The assembly was titled 

ñLeadership on Mr. Lin-

colnôs Prairie.ò Keeping 

with the theme, Quinn 

quoted parts of the Get-

tysburg Address, waxed 

upon Lincolnôs moral 

views, most notably that 

ñHonesty is the best and 

only policy.ò He spoke of 

the stateôs political 

agenda, including a refer-

endum to the state Con-

stitution that would allow 

the voters of Illinois to 

recall elected officials. 

This was brought about through the imprisonment of for-

mer Governor George Ryan and the recent indictment of 

former Governor Rod Blagojevich. Quinn reasoned that 

referendums like this are great for the state, saying that 

democracy is best when ñAll the people are involved.ò 

One of the most heartwarming mo-

ments of the speech was when Gover-

nor Quinn told the populace about his 

day earlier in Dwight, Illinois. He at-

tended the funeral of a soldier that had 

been killed in Afghanistan, and 

claimed that it was citizens like the 

solider that form the backbone of not 

only Illinois but America itself. In ad-

dition, a tornado had ripped the town 

apart on Saturday. Although no lives 

were lost, he solemnly noted that resi-

dents had lost most of their possessions to the twister. De-

spite this travesty, he reported that the citizens of Dwight 

had banded together and began to rebuild the town. Quinn 

reported that even residents of the womenôs prison located 

in Dwight were pitching in to help clean up debris from 

roads and residential areas. òThis,ò said Quinn, ñis an ex-

ample of the great spirit of Illinois.ò 

At a press con-

ference following the 

speech, the governor 

remarked that although 

he had been invited by 

Mr. Thomas Johnson, 

he has a history with 

the American Legion 

(Department of Illinois) 

that encouraged his 

visit.     ñI played American Legion baseball for three 

years,ò said Quinn, ñand I felt a responsibility to foster a 

love of democracy in the next generation of citizens.ò 

When asked what he hoped the Boys State citi-

zenry would take away from his visit, he was proud and 

hopeful. 

ñMy goal tonight was to continue to grow a pas-

sion for democracy in these men. I hope that I have en-

couraged them to continue their political endeavors at 

Boys State and beyond. If nothing else, I hope that they 

will remember 30 years from now the night Pat Quinn 

spoke to them at Boys State.ò 

The Mighty Quinn: Governor Pat Quinn at Boys State  
By: John Bird 



2      Government In Session     State-ment 

Boys State Citizen Services  * By: Rex Colgrove 

Service is a word that American Legion members 

know very well. It all started with serving their country, but 

now they help Illinois Boys State citizens with their individ-

ual personal needs.  

In order to serve the Boys State attendees, the Le-

gion members have a group that performs what they call 

ñcitizen services.ò  

Some of the services provided by these men are 

banking, managing of a post office, running errands to pur-

chase items for attendees, and selling of clothes for souve-

nirs. 

In their service of the boys, the American Legion 

members will go to a store to pick up something as simple as 

a toothbrush.  

Jack Carrico, one of the leaders of the citizen ser-

vices post, said of it, ñIf you have forgotten something, weôll 

go get it for you. Just tell us what it is and how much you 

want to spend for it.ò  

He also said that one of the Legion members makes 

a run from the campus to the post office after meals to de-

liver letters.  

ñI think it is a great service,ò said John Waltrip, an-

other American Legion citi-

zen services leader.  

Waltrip guarantees 

that the bank they have pro-

vides a safe way to store 

and protect money.  

ñWe do protect 

their money,ò he said. ñI 

would like to see more kids 

take advantage of it.ò  

The citizen services center is located near the front 

of the dining hall for easy access to the services provided for 

the attendees.  

ñWeôre here to help,ò Waltrip said of the program as 

a whole. ñWe want to make our part of this program as 

meaningful and memorable as it could possibly beé.We 

want to make this a memorable occasion.ò 

Finally, Waltrip wishes for all the Boys State citizens 

to know that the bank is closing on Friday.  He requests that 

all citizens with accounts withdraw their money Friday 

morning in order to make it easier for the Legion members 

to return money to the owners. 

Essay and Oration Contest * By: Craig Olson 

 Boys State offers a multitude of scholarship opportunities for high school 

students. Most students come to Boys State with knowledge of the scholarships 

that may be awarded to some of those who have been elected to state office. 

However, there is also a wide range of other types of scholarship opportunities. 

What some attendees may not know about is the essays and orations competi-

tions. Students who enter either the essay or oration contest each have the chance 

to earn a $1000 scholarship. 

The ñCastleman Awardò is awarded to the citizen who prepares the best essay regarding some phrase of the 

United States Constitution. This yearôs prompt regards the 1st, 2nd, and 4th Amendment of the Bill of Rights and their 

role in schools. The studentsô essays should address the balance between a schoolôs rights and the rights of the student. 

Their essay should be over 500 words but should not exceed 1,000 words. One winner will be selected to receive the 

$1000 scholarship. 

The ñGetchell Awardò is awarded to the citizen who gives the best speech on a selected topic on Abraham Lin-

coln. This yearôs participants must present a six minute speech on the first 75 days of Lincolnôs presidency. Partici-

pants are able to check out books on the life of Lincoln from the School Store. After a preliminary round of presenta-

tions, ten finalists will be selected to orate before a group of qualified judges. Only one citizen will be selected to re-

ceive the scholarship. 

County Counselors may be contacted for more information of the essays and orations contests.   

Tuesday Dinner   Wednesday Breakfast   Wednesday Lunch 

Popcorn Chicken   French Toast Sticks   Chicken Strips 

Party Potatoes   Sausage Links   Augratin Potatoes 

Green Beans   N-Grain Bars   Capri Vegetables 

Corn Muffins       Fudge Bar 

Banana Cake       Ice Cream Sandwich 

*Veggie Chicken Nuggets   *New Vegetarian Options!    *Veggie Ribettes 

  Good Eats  


